Science Safety Rules

Riverside University High School
The following list pertains to safety in the science classroom. Your signature at the end of this list indicates that you have read and understand each statement below.
1. Jumping, running, pushing, and loud talking in the science classroom is dangerous. I will practice safe conduct in the science classroom. 

2. Written and verbal instructions concerning procedures and/or precautions are created for my protection. I will follow them. 

3. Experiments done in science class are for instruction. They are planned to teach an idea. I will perform only authorized experiments. 

4. I will handle only those chemicals or equipment for which I have received instruction or training. I will not remove, without authorization of the teacher, any chemicals and/or equipment form the science classroom. 

5. I will never enter the science storage room or the chemical storage room unless I am with a staff member from the science department. 

6. Tasting, smelling, or mixing unknown substances can be very dangerous. I will not do so unless instructed to do so in a planned, approved experiment, and taught proper techniques. 

7. Chemicals are labeled to identify them. I will always carefully read the label to be sure I am using the correct substance. I will never mix, smell, or taste unknown substances. 

8. Fire is dangerous and care must be taken when working with it. I will not reach across a flame or bring a flammable substance near flames. I will confine long hair in such a manner behind my head to prevent it from possibly catching fire and I will restrict loose fitting clothing. I will never attempt to light gas jets or any other materials unless instructed to do so. 

9. Safety equipment (fire extinguisher, fire blanket, and eyewash) is provided in the science classroom. In case of an emergency, I know where the equipment is located and how and when to use it. I will never use this equipment inappropriately.

10. Hot materials can cause serious burns. I will be extremely careful when working with these so as to prevent injury to myself and others. I will use test tube holders, tongs, or heavy gloves to handle hot items.

11. Safety goggles are required by law to be worn to prevent eye injury in many laboratory situations. I will correctly position safety goggles over my eyes and keep them there during laboratory activities when instructed to do so. I will return my goggles to the goggle sanitizing cabinet when I am finished using them. Students who wear contact lenses should remove them before working in the science laboratory. 

12. When performing experiments, I may be required to wear special apparel like an apron or gloves to protect myself. There may also be times when I will be required to wear long pants/clothing.

13. Broken glass is dangerous. Leaving it lie around or picking it up with bare hands can cause serious injury. I will use a broom and dustpan to pick up broken glass, and dispense of it in a separate container for broken glass. I will never heat broken, cracked, or chipped glassware.

14. If an accident should occur that results in an injury to myself or others in the science classroom I will immediately report it to the instructor, no matter how minor the injury is. 

15. I will always keep electrical outlets and gas jets free from foreign objects. I will connect and disconnect electrical appliances using the plug rather then pulling on the electrical cord.

16. I will keep sinks free of paper, used matches, and non-soluble chemicals. I will also clean up my lab station when I have completed an experiment. 

17. I will not disturb plants/animals in the science classroom unless instructed to do so in an approved experiment. This is for my safety as well as the safety and respect for the organisms involved.

18. I will wash my hands after completing a science experiment. 

I understand that these rules and guidelines have been created for my protection. I agree to follow them and do my part to help create a safe environment in the science classroom. I also understand that failure to follow science safety rules and procedures may result in exclusion from science labs at Riverside University High School.  
______________________________
      Student Name (Printed)
______________________________          ____________________         ____________

               Student Signature 


    Course
                    Date  
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your son/daughter has elected to take the science course listed above. As part of the school’s effort to provide a safe classroom environment, we are requesting that you read and discuss with your child the science safety rules printed above. In addition, please indicate whether your son/daughter has any medical conditions that may affect him/her during class or lab. 
After reviewing the science safety rules, please sign in the space provided below. Your signature indicates that you have read these rules and that you are aware of steps being taken to provide for the safety of your son or daughter. 
_____________________________________________

_____________

                              Parent/Guardian Signature


         Date

